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GHANA AT A GLANCE 

 Has a population of 24 million 

  The country spans an area of 

238,500 km2 (92,085 sq. mi). Water covers 

3.5% of the area 

 Population density of 99.9/km2 

(258.8sq.mi) 

 Capital and Largest City is Accra 

 Home to the largest artificial lake in the 

world-Lake Volta 

 



GHANA AT A GLANCE 

 First Sub Saharan African country to gain independence in 

1957 

 English is the official language 

 Crude Oil, Cocoa, Timber, Gold, Diamond, Bauxite, Manganese 

and Tourism are major sources of foreign exchange 

 Has a GDP per capita of $ 

 Calling Code +233 

 



HISTORY OF TELECOMMUNICATION IN GHANA 

Year Event 

1881 First telegraph line installed 

1892 First manual telephone exchange installed 

1935 First radio broadcasting system  (BBC relay station) opened in Accra 

1936 First Radio station established at Cape Coast 

1953 First automatic telephone exchange installed 

1965 Ghana Television service  launched 31 July 

1974 Post & Telecom Corporation 

1977 Ghana Frequency Registration and Control Board established by  SMCD 71 

1985 Colour Television service launched in Ghana 

1992 First mobile telecom operations launched (Analog) 

1993  First CDMA cellular network launched 

1994 First GSM cellular operator launched 









OVERVIEW OF GIFEC 

 The Fund was launched in November, 2004. However, 
operations of the fund started in January 2005. 

 The Electronic Communications Act, 2008, Act 775 
provides the legal framework  (mandate) for the activities 
of the Fund. 

 The mission of the Fund is to provide financial 
resources for the establishment of universal service and 
access for all communities and; facilitate the 
provision of access to basic telephony, internet 
service, multimedia, broadband and broadcasting 
services  by  these communities. 

 

 



MANAGEMENT OF THE FUND 

 The Fund is managed by a Board of Trustees 

under the chairmanship of the Hon Minister of 

Communications. 

 

 The other reps are as follows: 

 National Communications Authority 

 Ministry of Communications. 

 One rep each from licensed Telecom Operators 

 The Administrator of the Fund 

 Parliamentary Select Committee on Communications 
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 UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO ELECTRONIC 

COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAMME 

1. School Connectivity Project (SCP) 

2. Community Information Centres (CIC) 

3. Prisons Connectivity 

4. Library Connectivity 

5. Post Office Connectivity 

6. Common Telecommunications  Facility / Rural Telephony 

7. Security Services Connectivity 

8. ICT For Sustainable Fishing 

9. Rural Payphone 

10. Digital Inclusion 

11. Disability Project 

12. Easy Business 

13. Digital Divide Study 

 

 



SPECIFIC PPP PROJECTS  

SINCE 2009 

 Rural Telephony Project: collaboration with Tigo and K-Net,   

local private telecommunications operators.  

 Rural Payphone: collaboration with MTN and Airtel 

 Easy Business Project: collaboration with Kumasi Institute of 

Technology & Energy (KITE) 

 Community Initiated Project: collaboration with interested 

communities. 

 



ACCOMPLISHED PROJECTS  

School Connectivity :  
The following institutions have each  been provided with a fully furnished 
and equipped ICT laboratory with accessories, and Internet access: 

 38 Colleges of Education 

 37 NVTI 

 26 Technical Institutes  

 10 Youth Leadership Training Centres 

 240 Senior Secondary Schools 

 25 Basic Schools 

 24 Community Dev’t Institutes 

 62 Nursing Training Schools 

 9 Farm Institutes 

 

Total: 524 
 

 

 6000 laptops have been provided to Basic Schools which do not have the 
infrastructure for ICT laboratories.  This is to support government policy 
of compulsory ICT education at the basic level. 

 

 



ACCOMPLISHED PROJECTS (CONT’D) 

   Community Information Centers 

 

 Currently 114 out of 168 

CICs are fully furnished and  

equipped to provide 

community internet access, 

low cost ICT training and also 

to serve as community-based 

information resource centres. 

 

• Basic school children receive 

free ICT training at the 

centres.  



Security Connectivity:  

 In order to facilitate quick response to security and 

disaster  issues and ensure peace in flash point areas, 

the following security agencies have been provided ICT 

equipment and Internet connectivity: 

 31 Military units 

 34 Police units 

 100 Offices of the Bureau of National Investigations 

 16 Prisons  centres 

 190 National Disaster Management Organisation centres 

 

ACCOMPLISHED PROJECTS (CONT’D) 



Items supplied for Security Connectivity 

  
Computers Routers Projectors AC Phones Scanners Printers Server 

POLICE 600 30 10 27 3,000 34 

33 

BW=23 

COL=10 

 13 

ARMY 400 31 15 32 540 30 
COL=21 

  
2 

NADMO 200 --- --- --- 630 --- 
Col=12 

B/W= 3 
  

PRISONS 105 16 16 11 500 16 
Col=6 

B/W=4 
  

FIRE 

SERVICE 
45 2 1 3 600 1 

Col= 1 

  
1 

BNI 200 ---     1,000   
Col= 10 

  
  

TOTAL 1550 79 42 73 6,270 81 90 16 



ICT TRAINING FOR POLICE OFFICERS 

MILITARY OFFICERS IN GIFEC 

SPONSORED-ICT TRAINING 

 INMATES IN AN ICT CLASS IN A GHANAIAN PRISON 

ACCOMPLISHED PROJECTS (CONT’D) 



 Library Connectivity  
 10 Regional and 20 District  Libraries 

 10 Mobile Library vans have been equipped 

• Post Office Connectivity  
• 15 Rural Post Offices 

• Rural Payphone 
• 2200 rural payphones have been installed in  communities, schools and colleges 

• Common Telecommunication Facilities 
• 41 Masts  have been constructed in communities without  mobile telephone  access 

• Rural Telephony 
•  10 completed and activated for voice and data traffic 

• ICT for Sustainable Fishing  
• 200 Fish finders with accessories deployed to 18 landing sites 

• ICT Support for Disability Schools 
• 2 equipped (Akropong and Wa schools for the blind) 

• Community Initiated Projects  
• 37 communities supported 

 

 

ACCOMPLISHED PROJECTS (CONT’D) 



The mobile library computer 

laboratory at Breman Asikuma 

School children using the  computers for 

the first time Kete Krachi Post  Office 

ACCOMPLISHED PROJECTS (CONT’D) 



ONGOING PROJECTS 

 The following projects are ongoing: 

 School Connectivity –  
 10 Nursing Training Colleges 

 150 Senior High Schools (including all Girls’ schools) 

 40 - Community Information Centres 

 5 - Post Offices 

 5  - Prisons Centres 

 30 - Rural Telephony Masts (Solar powered) 

 700 - Rural Payhones 

 15 landing sites for - ICT for Sustainable Fishing  

 10 - Disability Employment Project 

 2 schools for the disabled - ICT Support for 

Disability Schools 

 

 



Fishermen using the Fish-Finder at Sea GIFEC CTF at Welembelle 

ACCOMPLISHED PROJECTS (CONT’D) 



Trading Booths for the Disability 

Employment Project  
Students using the Rural Payphones 



CONTENT CREATION 

 This GIFEC initiative seeks to empower educational institutions to 

fully utilize the ICT equipment supplied to them.  

The College Management Software helps with the administration as 

well as academic activities such as lecture notes and assignment 

uploads. All 38  Colleges of Education have beeen equipped with this 

software. 

 

 An Examinations Revision Software has been developed for Senior 

High Schools to help pupils prepare for their final examinations. This 

has been deployed to 100 schools and CICs. 

 

 A desktop Television programme has been developed for the 

Community Information Centres to enable them disseminate useful 

local information and create local content. This  has been deployed 

to 30 CICs on a pilot basis. 



PUBLIC EDUCATION ON ELECTROMAGNETIC  

FIELDS EFFECTS FROM THE MASTS 

 Since June 2010, GIFEC has in  collaboration with some 

specialized agencies (NCA, EPA, WHO)  embarked upon a 

nationwide public education on health concerns about 

electromagnetic fields exposure :   

 

I. to raise awareness on issues of EMF exposure and health related 

exposure limits;  

 

II. to provide accurate knowledge about mobile telecommunications  

and developments related to electromagnetic fields (EMF) exposure 

and health; 

 

III.  to provide an overview on best practice examples and initiatives 

related to harmonized policy- and law-making, standardization 

and risk communication 



Public Education on 

Electromagnetic 

Exposure and Health – 

Wa 

Students at a Forum 

on EMF - Sunyani 



CHALLENGES OF OWNERSHIP & 

SUSTAINABILITY 

 High Bandwidth Cost 

 Recruitment and remenuration of skilled IT personnel 

 Local ownership and sustainability of the projects 

 High cost of land and cumbersome process of land acquisition 

 Negative perception of electromagnetic fields from the telecom 

masts on human health. 



THE WAY FORWARD 

 Strategic partnership with the network operators for 

subzidised bandwith for GIFEC projects 

 

 An increase in the percentage contribution from telcos 

towards universal service projects 

 

 A lot more of public private partnerships to facilitate extra 

funding. 

 

 



THANK YOU 


