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Policy framework 

.Broadcast Digital Migration Policy 

.Scheme for Ownership support for poor TV 
owning households 

.STB Manufacturing strategy 

.ECA 

.Broadcasting ACT 
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REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

• Digital Migration Regulations (2012) 

• Promotion of Diversity and Competition on 
DTT (2014) 

• Joint Spectrum Advisory Group 

– Engage licensees on spectrum matters 
related to digital migration 

• Digital TV Content Advisory Group 

– Engage stakeholders on content needs 
for consumers to switch to DTT 

. Terrestrial frequency plan 

.Channel authorisation 
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DTT SIGNAL TRANSMISSION 

• South Africa has adopted the DVB-T2 
standard 
– 50% more efficient than DVB-T1 

• ICASA regulations 
– Terrestrial Broadcasting Frequency Plan 

• Harmonize use across borders 
• Protects the Square Kilometre Array 

• Significant increase in television channels 
– Nine multiplexes that can carry: 

• 20 SD and/or 5 HD channels 
• A possible increase of 180 SD channels 
shared between various regions of South 
Africa 
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Structure DTT Plan – National Coverage 
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DTT Current status and plan 

DVB-T2 MUX 1 & 2 ï Up to 85.5% population 

coverage 
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TECHNICAL STANDARDS 

• Set Top Box included in ICASA Type 
approval framework 

• iDTV standard 

– Need to set the SA standard for the new 
digital televisions 

– Crucial point is to align standard with 
other larger markets 
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LICENSING OF SPECTRUM 

• Have licensed the use of Multiplex 1, 2 & 3 

 

 

 

 

• Licensing of Multiplex 3 
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Licensee  MUX 1  MUX 2  

SABC 85%   

Community & Test 15%   

eTv   55% 

Mnet   45% 

  MUX 3  

Commercial FTA 55% 

Commercial 
Subscription 45% 



LOCAL CONTENT 

• Local Content in the Digital Era 

– Publication of Discussion Paper 

– Currently undertaking regional public 
consultation 

– Final regulations in 2014/15 

• Questions to answer: 

– % Content per channel versus % of total 
content broadcast 

– Different standards for: 

• SABC 

• Commercial FTA 

• Commercial Subscription  
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Signal Interference  

• A simulation of National coverage was 
done on all the multiplexes 

•  This simulation considered the current 
neighbouring country GE06 assignments.  

• A detailed area interference scenario for 
neighbouring countries was done  

• This included Botswana, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland and 
Zimbabwe for them to accept the proposal  
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WAY FORWARD 

• Resolution of the policy on CAS 
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